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University of San Diego 
proudly presents 
ROY DREW, A.I.A.: A RETROSPECTIVE 
November 19 through January 21 
Monday through Friday 
12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
The retrospective will explore the career of this Yale-trained, award-winning 
architect who began his apprenticeship with the Huntington Estate in San 
Marino and whose works include the Copley Libraries at USD and in La Jolla 
and USD's Ernest and Jean Hahn University Center. 
An opening reception for the artist 
will be held in Founders Gallery 
Thursday, November 18 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
For further information, please contact: 
Derrick Cartwright, 260-4600, ext. 2650 
or the USD Fine Arts Department, 260-2280 
H eads up! San Diego has an unusually good new building - the Village Elementary School in Coronado. Anyone who longs to 
see architecture that lovingly cares for its users 
and the community should travel across the Co-
ronado Bridge today. · 
After crossing the bridge, turn left on Orange 
Avenue, then turn right on Sixth Street and stop 
when you come 
A ... bite tore toHAvenue . 
.l11.-C C Roy Drew, 
---------- · the architect 
KAY KAISER I who designed 
the $10 million, 93,000-square-foot complex, is 
fond of saying that you can't miss the school be-
cause it looks exactly like a school. 
Don't laugh. He could have made the school 
look like a soap factory, or a series of brightly 
painted chicken coops. Other architects are do-
ing that and winning awards. 
Drew's school was not a winner in the recent 
awards program sponsored by the San Diego 
chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
Lorenzo Apicella, the London-based juror, said 
he was looking for "invention" in San Diego ar-
chitecture. The other two jurors were engaged 
in a similar search. 
But Coronado didn't want an inventor. Coro-
nado is a conservative community in which banks 
look like banks, hotels look like hotels and almost 
everything else looks like the Hotel Del. 
Coronado wanted an architect capable of syn-
thesizing the community's desires. The commu-
See School on Page H-4 
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New design a winner; 
it looks like a school 
but feels l~·!_,e a home A partnership: Village Elementary principal Maureen McGrath and architect Roy Drew enjoy a" ·et 
moment in the school's cou ard. 
Union-Tribune photos / MICHAEL FRANKLIN 
Little brick schoolhouse: The repeating pattern of brick arches adds strength and beauty to the design that architect Roy Drew 




Designers asked teachers 
what they really wanted 
Continued from H-1 
nity wanted brick, protected O)Jt-
door spaces and a cozy library in a 
school that looked like a school, but 
felt like home. 
In selecting Drew, a founding 
partner in Mosher Drew Watson 
Ferguson, the school board knew it 
was getting a firm that designed 
well-made traditional structures. 
Th~ architects began the Coro-
nado project the old-fashioned way: 
by listening to their clients. Drew, 
Larry Hoeksema and the rest ~f the 
design team spent a year meeting 
with teachers, administrators, 
neighbors and a large group of 
squirmy users, many of them less 
than 4 feet tall. The architects mea-
sured the children to know how 
high the counters should be in vari-
ous grades. 
Drew accompanied Maureen 
McGrath, the school's principal, 
and several teachers on a tour of 
schools in different parts of the 
country. Among other things, they 
learned that, if the Coronado school 
were to be brick, it had better be 
brick with rounded edges, even if-it 
cost more. A Texas school they vis-
ited used square brick, and the chil-
dren were scraping off large sec-
tions of skin every day. 
Back home again, the design 
team and administrators asked 
teachers what they wanted in their 
classrooms. The first responses 
were timid: "Would it be possible to 
have an outlet at the front of the 
room?" many asked. 
McGrath said the process 
evolved •- ~m· there to the teachers' 
idea of · am classroom - com-
plete wi~ ideo equipment that 
popped out from oehind sliding 
blackboards and maps, story areas 
and wall-to-wall display surfaces. 
From the looks of things, the 
teachers got everything they want-
ed. 
Drew said he had fun on this job, 
primarily because he liked working 
with the teachers. "I also like brick, 
arches and covered walkways. But 
what I really liked was making the 
children happy." 
Community involvement 
At 80, Drew has moments when 
he wonders if the profession has 
changed beyond recognition since 
he became an architect 50 years 
ago. 
"I was trained to believe that, if 
an architect designed a building 
that the users and the community 
likea , he or she had done their job," 
•he said. "Is that still the case, or is 
there something new that I don't 
know?" 
If there is, Jim Burns doesn't 
know what it is, either. 
He was knocked out by the 
school's relationship to the neigh-
borhood and the kindly spaces with-
in. This is high praise from Burns, 
who has seen a lot of architecture 
as a senior editor for Progressive 
Architecture magazine in the '60s 
and while conducting "Take-Part" 
community planning workshops na- . 
tionwide since the early '70s. 
Burns' exposure to the school 
came while he was running a work-
shop to improve Coronado's busi-
ness district. The meetings were 
held in the Village Hall, a part of the 
school that doubles as a community 
meeting room. 
It contains an auditorium, a 
kitchen and an open multipurpose· 
area covered by a very friendly, 
one-story roof with deep eaves. It 
provides the transition between the 
low houses in the neighborhood and 
the larger-scaled classroom build-
ings. 
"The Village Hall is a dynamite 
gift to the community," Burns said. 
A few weeks ago, residents were -
traipsing through his meeting in th ~ 
Village Hall to get to an eating dis-
order lecture held in the nearby 
school library. Instead of being per-
turbed by the interruption, Burns 
was happy. Here was a place that 
was truly being used by the entire 
community. 
The architecture itseH, and the 
interrelationships among the 
spaces in this school made that hap-
pen. 
"The architect who did this really 
knew about the rhythm of people. 
He gave them a comfortable matrix 
to move around in. There's a lot of 
space around the buildings. You see 
a lot of sky before you go inside. 
"It's classic planning in the spirit 
of Thomas Jefferson's University of 
Virginia. You can live your own life 
there and not feel controlled. When 
classic planning is done the wrong 
way - for control - you can really 
feel the difference. Then it's like 
what Albert Speer (AdoH Hitler's 
architect) did in Germany." 
Burns was struck by another rare 
phenomenon created by the Coro-
nado school. He said that everyone 
he met on the site - from custodi-
ans to administrators - showed 
him around the school as if it were 
their own home. 
"It's obvious that this place was 
designed specifically for children, 
but it goes without saying that 
adults are grown-up children, so 
naturally, they like it, too. 
"All the architects in town should 
make a pilgrimage to this school 
and learn a thing or two. I hope 
Drew has a few more projects like 
this in his quiver." 
Delicate scale 
The neighbors immediately sur-
rounding the school were appre-
hensive when the planning sessions 
began. They were afraid of what a 
bulky, two-story brick school would 
do to their delicately scaled neigh-
borhood. 
Drew solved the problem by 
stopping the brick on the facade 
just below the sills of the second-
story winciows. The materials 
above the sills are glass and a steel 
framework. The change in materi-
als at this position visually reduces 
the apparent height of the build-
ings. The light top resting on the 
brick base also makes the struc-
tures appear less heavy than an all-
brick building. 
The generous 4½-foot eaves add 
to the residential character arid re-
inforce the horizontal line of the 
buildings. 
The greatest lesson here has 
nothing to do with how the build-
ings look, however. More impor-
tant are the spaces between the 
buildings, and between the build-
ings and the streets. 
The impact of the complex on the 
street was softened by pulling the 
· two-story structures away from H 
Street. When visitors meander 
around or through the low Village 
Hall that fronts H Street, they find 
themselves drawn into long, arched 
brick colonnades set between the 
two classroom buildings. 
Adjacent to the covered walk-
ways are small, open courtyards 
separated from each other by trees, 
flowers and unusually good teak 
benches. 
Brick stairways to the second 
floors provide additional divisions. 
The architect created outdoor 
spaces that are small enough for 
children to feel comfortable in. 
Parents wait for their children in 
these intimate gardens that are 
protected from the street by the 
classroom buildings. In a snug 
world of their own that is open to 
the sky, students talk to their 
teachers, the principal and each 
other. 
Teachers and students constant-
ly crisscross the courtyard between 
the buildings. One second they're 
indoors and the next they're out-
side again. Is there any better way 
to design a school in Southern Cali-
fornia's climate? 
Spend a little time at the school 
and it becomes apparent that logic 
and architectural desi. metimes 
-----1! 
) 
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Outside look: To reduce the bulk of the brick in the Village Elementary School, 
architect Drew stopped the brick just below the sills of the second-story windows and 
topped off the building with generous eaves and a glass and steel framework. 
do converge. 
The really little kids - kinder-
gartners and first- and second-
graders - are on ground level. 
The kindergartners have their own 
private outdoor garden that's pro-
tected on all sides by the school's 
walls. Drew effectively corralled 
his smallest clients, but the space is 
so nice, they probably won't resent 
him in later life. 
Grades 3 through 5 are on the 
second level. They're on the top be-
cause the bigger kids have mas-
tered the art of climbing stairs 
.., without making too many motor-
control errors. 
Throughout the school, class-
rooms are arranged in clusters of 
five. A common area is at the cen-
ter of each cluster. Bathrooms, a 
faculty workroom and wall-to-wall 
display surfaces are located here. 
The space gives the children a 
sense of community and proprietor-
ship over the space where they 
spend most of their days. 
· Colorful clutter 
I appreciate many of the build-
ings Roy Drew has designed in San 
'Diego, including buildings on the 
San Diego State University and 
California State University San 
Marcos campuses and the Mission 
Sunday, June 20, 1993 
. Valley YMCA. They are distinctive 
because he brings a well-re-
searched understanding of archi-
tectural history together with mod-
ern and practical materials ana 
methods. His architecture also 
combines classical formality with 
ge!)uine ~dliness, a rare mixture. 
But the Coronado elementary 
school may be my favorite because 
it was so thoroughly and joyously 
designed to fit the kids. I don't 
know how many times during the 
tour Drew brought the conversa-
tion back to the kids: how they 
moved, what they needed in their 
environments to feel safe and what 
would give them pleasure. 
Unlike many architects who pre-
fer their buildings to look the way 
they did before anyone moved in, 
Drew was delighted to see the col-
orful clutter that covered every 
wall and flat surface. This was how 
the school was designed to be used. 
A teacher introduced the bright-
eyed 80-year-old to a class of 6-
year-olds as the gentleman who de-
signed their school. "What do we 
say to our architect?'' she asked. 
"Thank you, Mr. Drew," they an-
swered in chorus. Smiles and gig-
gles followed, and then they all ap-
plauded. 
At that moment, he received the 
highest of awards for his work. 
